
HOLDING LAND: THE BASICS 
 
III. TENURE OPTIONS: A “Decision Tree” for Farmers 
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Now? At some point? Never? 

 
Do you want to own a farm or farmland… 

Your Options: 
• Outright purchase 
• Purchase with 

conventional financing 
• Purchase with non-

traditional financing 
• Purchase with seller 

financing (contract) 
• Purchase with equity 

partners 
• One-time gift 
 

Your Options: 
• Short-term lease 
• Rolling lease 
• Long-term lease 
• Ground lease (own 

improvements, not land) 
• Manager/employee 
• Partner/other business 

relationship 
 

Your Options: 
• Short-term lease: 

o Share 
o Cash 

• Rolling lease 
• Long-term lease 
• Lease-to-own 
• Gradual transfer of 

ownership interest 
• Gradual gifting 
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