
Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation +  
Open Space District 
 
 



• Visionary Founders 

• 1989 General Plan – Open Space Element 

• Enabling Legislation 

Foundation + Guiding Policies 



1989 Sonoma County General Plan: 

Open Space Program 4: Establishment of an Open Space District 

Program Description: Consider a ballot measure to establish an Open 
Space District to acquire and administer open space lands. Include an 
appropriate funding source, such as a special tax, to finance acquisition 
of partial or in-fee interests in lands, including purchase of 
development rights on a voluntary basis, in designated open space 
areas. 

 

Foundation + Guiding Policies 



• Expenditure Plan guides our work 

• Funding mechanism (sales tax) 

Foundation + Guiding Policies 



Expenditure Plan: 

The purpose of this expenditure plan is to implement the Sonoma 
County General Plan and the general plans of the County’s 
incorporated cities by preserving agricultural land use and open space. 
This purpose will be accomplished primarily through the purchase of 
development rights from willing sellers….. 

… 

3. Agriculturally productive lands include working farms and 
ranches and other lands used for the production of food, fiber, and 
plant materials and the raising and maintaining of livestock and farm 
animals. 

Foundation + Guiding Policies 



113,000 Acres Protected Forever 
Over 10% of Sonoma County 



31,528  
Acres of grazing land 

 



38 
Properties  
producing  
local food  
and wine  



Agricultural Project Examples| Easements 

Duckworth 



Agricultural Project Examples| Lease to purchase 

Tierra Vegetables 



Programs 
Urban Open Space 

 

• Public land 

• Food Production/Sale 

• Access and Education 

 
 

 



Programs 
County Lands for Food 

Production 
 

• Public land 

• 18 properties 

• Lack of infrastructure 

• Financial limitations 
 
 

 



Challenges| Agriculture and Endangered Species 

Incubator Farm in California Tiger Salamander Habitat  



Challenges| High Value Crops 

Vineyard and Cannabis 
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