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1993 voters approved $0.25 sales tax

County issued bonds
for immediate funding
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Boulder County Open Space Evolution
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Boulder County Open Space Evolution
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Boulder County Open Space Evolution
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Current numbers for F and R

>40 acres, prime ag land

Water purchased with land

25,000 acres (15,000 acres irrigated)

Fee simple purchases $3000 - S7000/acre
Conservation easements at ~S5800/acre
$321,900,000 purchase value of land



Resources required

O real estate staff
12 ag staff
3 water staff

Political support (public and elected officials)






Utilization

2 - 2000 acres

Commodities, livestock,
mixed vegetables

Cash rents $S100/ac

Crop share 1/3 or %

Three year leases often
renewed

Producers viewed as
“Partners in Stewardship”




Access

e Beginning Farmer Cﬁloﬁ%dﬁg
Development Farmers-
“ Colorado State University
Growers Extension

Associations”




Unintended consequences

e Rising housing costs

— Boulder S500,000
median single family
home

— Longmont $400,000
median single family
home

— Single bedroom
apartments start at
~S1000/month



Policy Concerns

e Public interests
regarding best
practices

e Producer influence
VS. private interest
influence

e How to maintain
large scale ag in the
urban interface?




Thank you!

e Adrian.Card@colostate.edu
e 303-678-6383
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